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Coaching Tidbits & News


“Yesterday is not ours to recover, but tomorrow is ours to win or lose.”
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Shout Outs: As I get the pleasure of watching so many wonderful teachers do what they do best it is hard to pick specific teachers and moments to acknowledge. The one thing I would like to give a BIG shout out for is all the teachers that have participated in the various professional learning that has been asked of you. I know how hard it is to take time out of your classroom or planning time to participate in these opportunities. As I work to prepare for those moments, I am learning and remembering many things that I wish I would have used more or better in my classroom. I remember sitting in various meetings or trainings thinking of all the things that I needed to do in my classroom. 











Go Math


* Please remember this year is a year of learning as you teach the program with fidelity.


*Take notes and share thoughts with colleagues, coaches and principals. One way to keep track of notes per lesson is to record them on the handout you received at the grade level meeting. It has the Indiana lessons highlighted.


* Remember to follow the gradual release of responsibility- I do, We do, You do


* Be aware you do not have to assign all of the homework each night or do every problem or worksheet with each lesson. 


* Don’t forget the “Quick Checks” to help guide your instruction & support RtI.








 "We learn and grow and are transformed not so much by what we do �but by why and how we do it." -Sharon Salzberg








Writing Workshop


Continue to use Smekens “Launching the Writing Workshop” book.


By this point you should be through most of the launch (pages 13-41) and ready to introduce the traits (pages 46-50)


Mini Lesson- 15-20 minutes of direct instruction with a clear focus. 


Independent writing tied  to mini lesson


Small Groups or Individual conferencing- take anecdotal notes


Closure- Bring everyone back together to share writing 








Reading Workshop


90 Minute Framework 


Mini Lesson- 15-20 minutes of direct instruction with a clear, narrow focus


Small Groups- Guided Reading, flex groups, book clubs based on student needs. Progress monitor at least twice a month.


Independent Work- Tie a task to mini lesson during independent reading( graphic organizer, post-it, write about reading ), Lexia


Closure- Bring everyone back to share/review focus and how they applied it during independent reading





Dates to Remember





Grade Level Meetings & PD:


Balanced Literacy Training at Eastview- Friday, Sept. 16th 1:30-3:20


1st Grade- Wednesday, September 21 at the Resource Center @ 2:00


MSV Training at Eastview- k/1- 8:30-9:30, 2/3 10:00-11:00, 4-6 2:00-3:00


2nd Grade- Tuesday, September 27 at the Resource Center @ 2:00


Kindergarten- Thursday, September 29 at the Resource Center @ 2:00
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Coaching Thoughts








As I internalize the above quote I am reminded of how quickly education and the world changes. Just when we get comfortable with something it seems something new comes along.  As teachers we often get so attached to certain ways we do things that we forget that we need to always be learning and evolving in our role. We expect our students to always be growing and changing but we often dig our heels in and don’t want to change. We, myself included, need to open our minds to new things and new approaches to meeting our students’ needs. 

















Remember that I am ALWAYS available, whether it is to provide a resource, be a sounding board, help with planning, answers questions, or provide support in whatever capacity you may need. Nothing is too small or silly - we all need help from time to time. Classroom teachers truly have so little time to do so much.  Don’t be afraid to come to me! (








Remember we can be each other’s best resources. Seek out other great teachers in your building or other buildings to see how they are doing things. Let’s learn from one another!�                    


"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try one more time. ---Thomas Edison





 If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~








Words Their Way:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.elltoolbox.com/words-their-way.html" �http://www.elltoolbox.com/words-their-way.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://educationextras.com/wordstheirway.html-" �http://educationextras.com/wordstheirway.html-� ( great for interactive way to practice sorts)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.spellingcity.com/pearson-words-their-way.html" �https://www.spellingcity.com/pearson-words-their-way.html�


Reading Workshop:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/thecurriculumcorner123/2012/07/22/launching-readers-workshop/" �http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/thecurriculumcorner123/2012/07/22/launching-readers-workshop/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.readersworkshop.org/" �http://www.readersworkshop.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/reading-workshop-" �http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/reading-workshop-� I really like the Reading Workshop Planning Sheet(


Writing Workshop


� HYPERLINK "http://writingfix.com/traits_primary.htm" �http://writingfix.com/traits_primary.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://writingfix.com/6_traits/idea_development.htm" �http://writingfix.com/6_traits/idea_development.htm�














Great Resources























